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The work of making Cuba a fit place
to live in goes on steadily. An engineer
who has been Superintendent of the
Washington sewers for 21 years is go-
ing to Havana to take charge of the
construction of & mest extensive gewer
system, which will remedy the worst
conditions in the city.

Jowa seems to be having about as
much politics to the sguare inch as
Ohlo, with the storm center being
around the re-election of Senator Alli-
son. Senator Dolliver has added great-
Iy to the warmth of the season by re-
calling a promise made by Gov. Cum-
mins two years ago never to be a can-
didate against Senator Allison.

Another very foolish girl has married
an Indian. The chances of happiness
for girls who marry Indian chieis and
European aristocracy are about the
same, The girl who marries an Indian
chief may be able to keep hér money,
which is ont of the question with the
girl who inarries a2 bankrupt nobleman,
but the latter has the advantage in so-
clal distinction, which is a compensa-
116n to most women.

The stafement that an heiress is to
marry a young man that she ran down
with her autp is a decided wvariation
from the old story of women marrying
men who have rescued them from
drowning, ‘The tendency of later-day
fiction is to represent the woman as a
“huntress,” and chasing down the man
whom =he has picked out for her hus-
band. It Is rather startling, however,
to think of her using an automobile for
this purpose.

Talk about counting chickens before
they are hatched. Bryan is seid to be
making up his Cabinet already, with
Réar-Admiral Winfield Scott Schley to
be Secretary of the Navy. It is denied,
however, that ex-Senator Richard F.§
Pettigrew, formerly of South Dakots,
ndw of New York, will be Secretary of
tg Treasury, The talk of Schiev for
Seeretary of the Navy Is invended for
effect in Maryland.

Alirabeau Towns, a lawyer, Is an -}
lustration of what a nlmble tongue and
a taste for big words can do in the way
of murdering the President’s American.
He was called upon to speak at an anti-
vivisection meeting, and spoke of the
'ﬁndemoﬂum of hell which go under
the name of laboratorles™ He used
pandemonivms like the old woman did
Mesopotamia, just because it was a big
word of the meaning of which he knew
nothing. Mr. Towns has fine talents
for a Socialist orator.

‘Benator Jeff Davis, of Arkansas, nears
#is finish in the Senate, as he may be
sald to have made it in State politics
Hg s an excecdingly poor imitation of
Senaier Tillman, From the first Sen-
ator Tillman really had brains behind
his uncouthness and boorishness. Davis
seems singularly lacking in the essen-
tial requirement of brains, and conse-
quently his boorishness is disagreeably
evident. The Senators merely laugh at
him, and go on about their business
without further regard of his clown-
lshness,

Another civil war veteran retires from
high command in the Army in the per-
son of Maj.-Gen. Charles B. Hall, who
was Jast week placed on the retired lst
on account of having reached the stat-
utory age. He went into the service in
1862 as a Second Lieutenant in the
25th Me., and was mustered out in 1865
as a First Licutenant in the 30th Me.
He entered the Regular Army in 1867
a8 a Second Lieutenant in the 28th U
8., became a Colonel in 1903 and a
Brigadier-Genceral April 11, 15807, He
has been iIn command of the Military
Schools at Fort Leavenworth, Kan., and
will be succeeded in that duty by Brig.-
Gen, Frederick Funston.

The Department of Indiana, G, A, H.,
t« having renewed trouble with the
railronds of the State in securing suit-
able rates to the Annuoul Encampment
at Kokomo, May 19-20. In pursuance
of the general campaign by the rail-
roads of making themselves as obnox-
fous as possible, so as to throw discredit
upon rallroad regulation, the Central
Passenger Association has refused any
reduction of rates on the steam lines
The Lake Erie & Western Electric Line,
however, has had the wisdom to take
advantage of this, and offers a rate of
one cent per mile each way from all
points in the State reached by Its road,
plus 25 cents, for the round trip. In
congequence all those who propose to
attend the Encampment will make an
effort to reach this line and go as far

as possible over it y

VETERANS IN PUBLIC EMPLOYMENT.

One of the most Important things
that should come before the coming
National Encampment at Toledo Iis
some energetic action towards protect-
ing veterans who are in public em-
ployment, National, State or municipal.
This subject s a sore one and one
that ecalls for the ablest minds that
are mssembled in the National En-
campment. Fallure has attended the
efforts heretofore made to secure such
an amendment of the laws as would
protect the veterans, and our whole
reliance is at present upon arocusing
such public sentiment and securing
such attention from executive officers
as will prevent faithful and long-
serving employees from being turned
out in their old age and decrepitude.

A visit to the President sacured
from him the warmest expressions of
appreciation of the cluims the veterans
have upon the Government &nd an
assurance that no faithful servant of
the Government should be put out in
the cold on the plea that his falling
powers would not admit of his render-
ing the service that he had formerly
given, If the man was incapable of
the highest duties, lower duties should
be found for him which were within
his capacity, TUndoubtedly the Presi-
dent meant all that he said, and =0 far
as his personal will can assert itself
these promises will be made good. But
unfortunately, the President cannot be
everywhere and cannot know of every
individual case,

In all public departments, State and
municipal as well as National, there
are young fellows pushing in who are
cager for the salaries and who have
little consideration for the men who
served the country or for what they
may have done in civil employment.
All that these young fellows want are
the places and salaries attached and
they are merciless in crowding out the
old fellows, We have earnestly wished
that some amendment to the Federal
law could be made which would give
the veterans as positive protection as
has been secured for them by the
Constitution and laws of New York
and of some other States. There has
always been a constitutional objection
raised against this, and the veterans in
New York went about it in the right
way when the new constitution was
adopted of embodying protection to
veterans In the constitution itself. The
constitutional objection was an estop-
page Iin Massachusetis and in some
other States, but Massachusetts has
made her laws so that the veterans
will have protection, Despite the ef-
forts of energetic and able comrades
in other Siates this has nol been se-
cured. It seems possible, however,
that something could be done in the
way of positive law, and still more in
the development of public sentiment
which will mmke the President's ex-
pressions and assurances have a vital
force in all the Departments of the
Government and that this protection
will be extended to those who are in

State and municipal employ,

It 1s a subject which the coming
National Encampment should take up
with the greatest earnestness and de-
vote a large portion of its sesslon to it
It has not recelved the attention in
previous National Encampments that
it should have done, but the matter has
come up in the later and hurried hours
of the Encampment and been dis-
posed of rather impatiently and cer-
tainly hastily in order to make room
for other busineas. The National En-
campment cannot make better use of
half a day during the coming session
than by taking up this matter falrly
and deliberately, canvassing it in all
Its aspeets: and ¢oming to some con-
clusion’ as t& what should be done. It
must be expected that great opposi-
tion will be encountered, since we have
in solid array against us all of the
Civil Service systems of the Nation and
the States and the flamboyaney of the
Civil Service enthusiasts, who Insist
that a high-school examination is the
sole sovereign test for capacity to serve
the Government. It is of little use tell-
ing these extremists that their arbi-
trary standards of s=pelling, grammar,
arithmetie, astronomy and history are
far from belng the whole thing in de-
termining the fitness of a clerk or
other employee,

Practical experience, which they ig-
nore, will show them that in every
Department of the Government em-
ploy there are men of the highest abili-
ty as clerks, executives and administra-
tors, who cannot possibly meet all of
their tupenny tests, but who are worth
more than a baker's dozem of the
clerks who can. In the great Depart-
ments of Warhington the wvery best
clerks and executives are the men who
served thelr country in the army and
navy and have gince added to that
years of faithful szervice in their sev-
eral vocations, ‘They have acquired a
knowledge of Government business
and methods and have a sense of re-
sponsibility that the graduates of the
Civil SBervice systemn are woefully de-
ficlent in. What is true of the Civil
Service in Washington i= equally true
of the Civil Service employees in every
State, County and city.

Beyond this it Is the worst of pub-
lic policy to turn out an aged and
worn-out clerk. Every employee of
the public has most important inter-
esls confided to him, and that he dis-
charges his duties. with relation to
them honestly and falthfully for a
period of years gives him the strongest
claim upon the public’s gratitude and
should beyond all question assure him
that in his old he shall not be
turned out to starve. The more faith-
fully he has attended to the public's
business, the more he has tried to
thoroly learn it and discharge his duo-
tles conscientiously, the less able is he
to go back into private lfe and make
his living by some other vocation,
Therefore, the more reason that the
public should assure him of a sup-
port in recognition of what he has
been., If the Government wants the
best men o its service, and it deserves
them, it must treat them with ordinary
bumanity, justice and gratitade, and
iall these are flagrantly violated when
a falthful employee s dismizsed be-
cause he has exhausted his strength
in its ervice,

Let us have this matter brought be-
fore the National Encampment and
give it the thoro consideration =hich
its importance deserves and some ac-
tion taken which will bring peace and

hope to the minds of many thousands
everywhere who have spent the vears
since their discharge from the army
and navy in faithful service to their
city, County, State or the Government.

-———

AMERICAN EMBASSADORS TO GER-
MANY.

Altho the little flurry over the ap-
pointment of Dr. Hill as Embassador
toe Berlin has becn virtually forgotten
in this country, it still continues to be
an exciting topic in Europe and par-
ticularly in Germany. The French pa-
pers are discussing it with much gusto
as pointing to a new era in diplomacy,
when a diplomat will be reckoned by
the amount that he may be worth in
dollars and not In ability and accom-
plishments, The German papers do
not hesitate to say that the whole trou-
ble was caused by the Kaiser letting
fall eertain expressions, which Embas-
sador Tower interpreted to mean that
Dr. Hill would not be considered per-
sona grata at Berlin, and the papers
say that these objections were baszed
solely on Dr. Hill not having the money
to make the display which Embassador
Tower did. Undoubtedly the Kaiser
#aid this in sop many words, and Mr.
Tower, at His Mnajesty's desire, com-
municated it to Washington. It is fur-
ther alleged that the Kalser went on to
say that altho President Andrew D,
White “was a man without means,” the
Emperor “appreciated his learning and
scholarly reputation, but heald it to be
a misfortune that he did not manage
to assert his high position outwardly as
well as otherwise."

The London Times says that thia
statement s undoubtedly “the maost ex-
traordinary which has ever appeared
in a responsible journal.™

The Nord Deutsche Zeitung, of Ber-
lin, which is the official organ of the
Government, thinks that an Embassa-
dor without fortune would not *feecl
comfortable at Berlin,” whereat the
Radical German papers point out the
simplicity of Benjamin Franklin's life,
and how America has been heretofore
well represemted in Berlin without ex-
pensive splurges, and they say “that
the prestige of America in Germany
does not depend upon the number of
dinners an Embassador s able to give,”
One leading German paper does not
hesitate to assert that the Kalser has
once more put his foot In it, and the
Madgeburger Zeitung blames Mr, Tower
for allowing himself to be made the
Kaiser's catspaw,

The Radical French papers fling their
sharpest darts at the German Kalser,
who will not have an American Embas-
eador unless he squanders money, loads
his table with gold plate and has a gold-
laced footman on every step of the
staircase.

The English papers are disposed ‘o
lecturs us because of the poor pay that
we give our Embassadors, which does
not permit them to rent fitting resi-
dences. On a salary of 317,500 they
cannot rent much of a house or keep
up a very pretentious establishment, so
that it is only wealthy men, who are
able to gpend out of their private means
from 350,000 to $150,000 a ycar, who
can afford to accept a first-class em-
bassy. In some places the Amerlcan
representative is worse housed than the
diplomat from some peity lttle Balkan
State. The whole conditlon shows a
descent from the times when such bril-
liant men.as Bancroft, Lowell, Motley
and Washington Irving represented the
United Statez abroad, and thelr intel-
lectual station was so high that people
did not think of the meagerness of
their surroundmgs. Fischletto, - of
Turin, the leading Italian comic paper,
pokes fun at Germany and us In g tar-
toon.

The upshot of this matter should be
and probably will be, that instead of se-
lecting only men who want to make a
socfal splurge to represent uns abroaul,
we will return to the old practice of
sending men of reputation and standing
In the literary and political world, who
will be aceepted for what they are In-
tellectually worth, and not make their
sole impression by the blgness of their
bank accounts. The majority of the
Americans abroad arc not at all satis-
fied to be represented by the ultra rich,
as has been the case in recent years,

Years hence, when the countiry is
ringing with the pralses of the splendid
breve fhen who saved the Nation from
destruction at such terrible cost to
themselves, how will it seem to turn
over the files of the papers of to-day
and read such items as this:
“Baltimore, April 28.—Jacob J. Horn,
8r., 60 years old, a veteran of the civil
wiir, committea sulel le yesterday morn-
liug Letween the hours of 2 and 3, hy
hanging himself to a joist in the celiar
of his. home, 2205 Mura street. The
body war found suspendol from the
rafter by the son of the dereased, Jacobh
J. Horn, Jr., who notified Patrolman H.
Schwarzman., of the northeastern dis-
triet, who cut the body down. Coroner
Caruthers gave a certificate of death by
suicide.
It was stated by the family that Mr,
Horn had been despondent for s=ome
time because of lack of employment
and his inabllity to support his family.
About two weeks ago, it is alleged, wh i
in a fit of depression, he attempted to
take his life by drinking a quantity of
laudanum, but the efforts of his family
and a physician saved his life. At that
time, however, he made the remark that
he would yet finish the deed, and his
wife since then had been filled with
anxiety and dread, fearing that he
would carry out his threat”
_—.—.—.— e ———

Think of a band hired to play at n
Democratic function in “pore old Miz-
zourfe” having In ita repertoire only
two tunes: “We'll Hang Jef” Davis On
n Bour Apple Tres” and “Marching
Through Georgia.” Yet, that's what
happened.

There is much anxiety In commercial
circles In Germany over a threatened
movement on the part of the United
States to compel the owners of profit-
able foreign patents to establish their
workshops in this country. Th's re-
fers particularly to the great Aniline
Dye Industries, In which Germany
leads the world. We pay Germany
every year some $25,000,000 for coal
tar dyes, the use of which Is protected
by patents, and it is believed that in
accordance with our protective policy
the dyes should be made in this coun-
try. The Germans speak of retaliation,
but there are comparatively few valu-
able American patents that can be

A DEFENSE OF WIRZ.

A book which s attracting some at-
tention In the papers of the country is
a defense af Maj: Henri Wirs. written
by James 'Wadeson Page, formerly a
Second Llnﬁtena’tﬁ in Co. A, 6th Mich.
Cav. Mr. Page holds the Government
of the UnHed States, thru Secretary
Stanton, responsible for the existence
of the prison pen and the death of
the soldiers, This alone shows how
unfitted Mr. Page is for writing any-
thing that savors of history. No mat-
ter what tHe polfty of our Government
and of Sectetary’ Stanton was with re-
gard to exchange, it afforded no earth-
Iy justification to the Confederates for
misusing their prisoners. It is a com-
mon thing in wars for Nations to refuse
to exchange prisoners, but this does not
justify in the least any violation of the
laws of war, and Mr. Page shows him-
self absolutely incapable when he takes
that view of the matter. Page de-
scribes Wirz thus:

“There was a quiet, subdued expres-
sjon of sadness in his countenance, par-
ticularly In his eyves. Further, the
Major was slim in build, of good hight
and with a handsome face. There was
nothing of that 8hort, thick-set Dutch-
man. repulsive in appearance, besotted,
ignorant and cruel, we hear about, or
of a countenance denoting ferocity and
brutality."

Mr. Page says that he was well ac-
quainted with Wirz. ‘This Implies a
grave suspicion. Only these 1inion
prisoners were acquainted with Wirz
who belonged to that ignoble class of
parasites which toadléed and flaitered
the prison-keeper in order to get favors
from him. The rest of us in that
prison had little opportunity to get
acquainted with Wiras beyond his ex-
hibitions of brutality and cruelty which
he made in public and before the eyes
of all of us,

Mr. Page says this about Wirz's
trial:
“Thus ended the greatest judicial

farce enacted since Oliver Cromwell in-
stituted the commission to try and con-
demn Charles L. But the condemna-
tion of Henry Wirz was the more pro-
nounced outrage of the two, for the
remains of Charles [. were accorded
something like a decent burial, where-
as the body of Maj. Henrl Wirz was
consigned without ceremony (o the
prison yard at Washington."

It is somewhat presumptuous, to say
the least, for a Second Lleutenant to
pass such curt condemnation upon a
court ordered by the President-of the
United States and composed of some
of the ablest men in the country who
conducted its proceedings with all the
dignity of a high tribunal and gave Its
verdict with a full sense of the re-
sponsibility of judges occupying their
conspicuous position. It will take far
more than the téstimony of Mr. Page,
of whom we now hear for the first
time, to offsel the opinions of such
men aff Gens. Lew Wallace, Gershom
Mott, John 'W. Geary, Lorenzo Thomas,
Francis Fessenden and E. 8. Brageg,
who composed the court which tried
Henri Wirz.

—— e
COARSE BRAVING,

Think of the dignified United States
Senate having inflicted upon it such &
nightmare of hol, meaningless rant as
this speech’ of Senator Jeff Davis, of
Arkansas, upon trusis:

“Diminutive editors in paroxysms of
frenzy grimaced and gesticulated as
tho there had been committed an un-
pardonable sin against the Hely Ghost
Punlest of creatures, miserable, mono-
carpous, misnamed men, pressed trous-
ers and all, slinking cravens at the
golden feet of Mmmmon, frothed madly
upon seelng my words; their little,
weak bodles trembled, the limbs
twitched und jJerked as In spasm; the
oyveballs rolled nervously, and the eves
emitted a greenish light, while the
poor, brainless creatures snarled and
snapped almlessly, as do ordinary dogs,
as It is sald, affected with hydrophobia.
Such seem 0 have been the first ef-
fects upon a plutocratic press. ;

“Let scavengers of plutoceracy howl!
Truth, God's living truth—where are
its defendera? Miserable travesty upon
noble manhood, post-graduates in  atl
arts of slander or defamation, 1 chal-
lenge a subsidized press! The people
know your design and spurn your pre-
tenses, whether under show of argu-
ment or more servient hypocrisy. Go!
damnable imps of pelf and greed, I
defy your taunis! Tear to fragments
my political career, If It eomport with
yvour execrable will; stifle and distort
my every ulterance; not satisfied, If
such be your brutal frenzy, lash my
poor form Into insensibility; then, If
it be your further pleasure, gnaw from
my stiffening limbs every vestige of
quivering flesh.

“All that may they do, all and more,
if there yet be open further depths of
infamy to a polluted, besotten press.’"

What kind of people must there be
in Arkensas, where such a fellow

passes for a great popular orator?

The land grabbers and timber
thieves have got thelr deadly work in,
and made sure that they will not here-
after be molested by the trained
sleuths in the Treasury Secret Service.
They hope that in the future the de-
tectives put upor their trall will not
be of such a high order, and can be
easier baffled. Chairman Tawney, of
the House Appropriation Commit-
tee, hus led the fight against the em-
ployment of the "“Black Cabinet,” and
made much pow wow which has suc-
ceeded in having a provision that the
Treasury operators shall confine them-
selves to their legal dutles of detect-
ing the counterfeiters and protecting
the President. This resull was not se-
cured without a stiff fight in which it
was plainly stated that there was no
basis for the charges and that the peo-
ple of the United States were not in
the slightest danger of having their
daily acts spled on by a system of
esplonage sich d4s that in Russia and
the Latin countries, The assertions
were that i€ the'nther Departments de-
sire Secret nService men they should
employ thefn out' of their own funds
and keen th:nm uhder their own direc-
tion. Acalmst this it was said with
foree thnt It wasbeltéer to have all the
sleuths under one head, well orgunized,
and on a §tanding that would com-

fi mand the hest services avallable.

The Bryu{:ltes express great pleasure,
no matter ‘what they feel, over the
story that the Willlam R. Hearst In-
dependence League will nominate Sen-
ator LaFollette, «f Wisconsin, for
President. They say that LaFollette
will draw far more votes from the Re-
publicans than from the Democrats,
and thus contribute to the election of
Bryan. b

There is hearburning in New York
over the failure of Ex-Gov. Frank 8.
Black to be elected as one of the Big
Four to represent the State at the
Republican Convention. It will be re-
membered that Gov. Black nominated
Roosevelt in 1904, In a speech brilliant

affected by it.

with epigrama. | -

THE SHERWOOD BILL.

Gen. J. Warren Keifer (Ohio) Attacks It
in the House of Represcatatives.:

The following are parts of Gem. J.
Warren Keifer's speech in opposition
to the Sherwood Bill:

Mr. Chalrman, 1 will confine myself to
the consideration of certain bills adver-
tised as pension bills. My colleague
(Mr. Sherwood) has chosen, under the
pretense of advocating more liberal pen-
sion laws, to assail the Grand Army of
the Republic, its Commander-in-Chief,
Mr. Burton, and The National Tribune, a
leading soldier paper published In
Washington City, and of wide circula-

various ways, attacked the patriotism of

thereof for no supporting his bills. And
he has Includ~d in his attacks military
homes and their management. Neither
the Grand Army of the Republic, nor its
Commander-in-Chief, nor the Tribune or
its editor, nor this House or its mem-
bers, nor these Institutions need any Je-
fense at my hands agalnst such attacks,
but as certain bills, erroneously called
“pension bills,” are made the excuse for
the unwarranted assaults, their true
character should bhe stated. 1 shall
speak plainly of them and of their de-
ceptive and political character.

The attack on the Republican mem-
hers of the House for not supporting
and passing his bills and the threatened
consequences at the coming Presidential
election for not doing so will be a suffi-
cient excuse for my speaking of them
without reserve and plainly of the
methods adopted to sectire their ap-
parent approval from veleran sol-
diers of the ecivil war, not one of
whom would approve either bill after
knowing its true character. The
procedure of my colleague in relation to
his bills is, I believe, without precedent
in Congressional history.

It Is too late in the history of pension
legislation to assall Congreas or its mem-
bers or any party for lack of liberality
in passing pension laws. My colleague’s
zael in trying to ald the Democratic
party on the verge of a Presidential
campaign musl have inspired him to in-
troduce and explolt, through the press
and by correspondence and by speeches
here, to be sent out to the country. his
bills ar pension bills when they are not.
They were evidently only introduced for
political purposes and not for enactment
into law.

They are without merit and will not
have the approval of anybody who un-
derstands their real import and purpose.
That there may be no mistake as to
their character, I will refer to them
somewhat In detail. They are not dis-
similar, Neither is, nor purports by its
title to o~, a pension bill. Each under-
takes only to create or ennct a soldiers’
rolL. The first bill, H. R. 4038, intro-
duced December 3, 1907, referred to the
Committee on Military Affairs, is enti-
tled:

**A bill to authorize the creation of the
volunteer service roll.””

The other bill, H. R. 7625, introduced
December 12, 1907, reférred to the Com-
mittee on Invalid Pensions, Is entitled:

“A bill to authorize the enactment of
a veteran volunteer roil’”

Neither bill makes any provision for
pensioning  anybody. Both the bills,
though separately, have been proclaimed
and advertised by various ways and
methods to the old soldiers as tho
bills to pension “ail old veteran soldiers
of the civil war at $1 per day.” We
shall soon see that if each bill as drawn
wus enacted into law it would not pen-
glon anybody at any amount; and that
the “volunteer pervice roll” mentioned
in the former, and the “veteran volun-
teer roll” mentioned in the latter bill
would result in having two Invidious
and shamefully unjust rolle from which
would be excluded the larger part of
the disabled, most worthy, and lngest-
serving veterans of the civil war, many
of whom were wounded in battle and
served with eredit much longer in the
battle front than most of those who
would be eligible to be entered on either
roll. No veteran soldisr of the Regu-
lar Army, nor of any other than the
civil war, nor any sallor or marine of
any war is to become eligibie to either
roil

The author of the bills, in his recent
speech here (February 26, 1%08), de-
scribed himself as a “'plain, blunt old
soldler” who appears “to speak a few
words for 175,000 veterans of the civil
war"” In favor of his bills, "giving to
every veteran who served 18 months at
the front $1 per day. What of the
632,339 disabled weterans of the civil
war now drawing a pension for disablli-
ty¥? We shall soon see how absolutely
misleading this statement Is. I quote
further from his speech:

“This movement is the most formida-
ble movement among veterans since the
close of the war. There never has been
any movement like jt. It Is & spon-
taneous movement of the old soldiers
without any organization whatever.,
Thiz is the only measure that takes care
of the veteran soldiers. All other bilis
that have been enacted by Congress was
passed thru committees appointed by
the Grand Army of the Republic operat-
ing thru committees of Congress. This
bill is not a peolitical pension bill. It is
a bill that recognizes only service and
merit."”

He then follows with an attack upon
the Grand Army of the Republie for
having a salutary order that requires
Grand Army of the Eepublic Posts (not
members) when acting as such to
have—

“Petitlons, memorials, and resolutions
by Posts in regard to pension legislation
forwarded to national headquarters thru
the department headquarters, and that
Posts be forbidden to make separate
and independent application to Congress
for legislation upon the subject of pen-
slons."

This order lg in pursuance of a reso-

lution first adopted in 1884, and re-
peatedly since by the National Encamp-
ment of the Grand Army of the Re-
public, and published in the usual way
in general orders of the commander-in-
chief, as often before, without regard
to my colleague's pretended pension
bills, and without any knowledge cof
them or of their misleading character.
The purpose of the attacks seems to be
to try to demonstrate that the Grand
Army of the Republic and its pension
committees and friends have not the
old veteran soldiers' interests at heart
—that only my colleague champions
their rights,
Then The National Tribune is assailed
for recently printing this order, and the
present Commander-in-Chief of the
Grand Army of the Hepublic ia viciously
attacked becpuse, as is assumed, he does
not support the “dollar-a-day pension
bill,” and because (as the speech al-
leges) he “should have allowed the "old
boys' of "61 to "65, the right of direct
petition, at least.” Neither he or the
order denies the *‘old boys™ the right of
direct petition. Then, in contradiction
of his declaration, that the approval of
one of his bills “is a spontancons move-
ment,” and after declaring other things
not justified by the facts, the speech
continues:

“l have labored glde by =ide for the

past sIX months with these old velerans
s L, * 1o create patriotic sentiment
for this bill. And now, when it has
already received favorable consideration
by & majority vote of the Military Af-
fairs Committee of the House of Repre-
sentatives, to have this high official,
who, above all others, should stand for
justice and equity for these brave and
constant soldiers, attempt to cripple our
efforts for relief, has overwhelmed me
with disappointment. And If this great
measure of grateful succor to the com-
rades §s killed in this Congress the old
veterans will know where to fix a part,
at least, of the responsibility.”
The last clause of this quotation
shows the real purpose for which the
bills were introduced-—that is, solely a
political one.

The author of the bill in his speech
further states “that this bill can be
passed by this Congress without takiug
?]s:l le dollar of money out of the

n

ducing the appropriations for the
Army,” and by muster out the larger
part thereof; that the “will only

tion in this country. And he has also, Inh

this House ur1 of individual members '

Btates Treasury, simply by re-|ed,

tinuing the work on the Panama Canal,
a4 project he =avs) now llable to prove
the most expensive fallure io all the
centuries, * * * pronounced im-
practicable by the most capable engi-
neers of England, France, Germany, and
the United States” None of these state-
ments arée warranted by the facts

He then refers to petitions and letters
(quoting some of them) from veterans,

({age of the bills as though they were
pension  bills, The true character of
nelther bill is stated or explained In the
speeches or In Interviews or in the peti-
tion headings, or in any literature sent
| to the old soldiers, or to Grand Army
tof the Republic Posts, or to the coun-
try: hence the numerous petitions, reso-
lutions, and memorials so much boasted
of here. Looking to letters and petitions
my colleague presents here, we learn
that the old veterans who signed them
were led to belleve that the bills pro-
pose “to glve all the old veterans of the
c¢ivil war §1 per day.” The petitions
presented by him generally show this.
This mistaken notion s variously pro-
mulgated. I quote from his recent
speech:

“I have before me some of the peti-
tions I have received from these old
soldlers in favor of the bill that I had
the honor to Introduce, giving to every
veteran who served 18 months at the
front §1 per day.”

No such bill has been introduced by
him.

There are other things of like tenor
stated in this speech, which concludes
with the now usual threat that the
Democratic party will aflliet the country
by electing Bryan President of the
United States this year. My colleague
says this result Is to follow because the
Republican members of this Congress
will not pass his bills.

Gen. Sherwood Interrupted to deny
that he had used Mr. Bryan's name in
his speech.

Gen. Keifer read a number of head-
ings to petitions, and sald these head-
ings say nothing about all veterans be-
ing excluded from the rolls who had
not “served with credit" or “not less
than 18 months in the field with troops,”
or had been In the Regular Army, or
commissioned officers. And they rarely
disclome that all soldlers of the Mexi-
can War, the Spanish War, the Philip-
pine War, and of all Indian wars, and
all sailors and marines of the civil war
and of all other wars are excluded, nor
do they advise the old soldiers, sallors,
or marines who signed the petitions that
in ascertaining the required 18 months’
service “in the fleld with troops™ that
time spent in instruction and reserve
camps, in forts or other defenses, or on
guard duty in the rear, in the Veteran
Reserve Corps, In hospitals or else-
where, and on furlough, and so forth,
must be excluded in caleulating the 18
months’ time Hmit, and it does not
state that the soldier must serve this
period “in the field with troops,” and
so forth.

Anything goes for a Sherwood bilL

One paper, filed and refiled as a pe-
tition for the passage of his bill, con-
sists of a letter to him, dated Novem-
ber 18, 1907 (before either bill was
introduced), from the editor of the
Unlon News, Barnesville, Ga. This let-
ter is quite as relevant as  the other
petitions. It favors *‘giving back to
the South the $50,000,000 ,which Iis
known as the coltton tax collected
from the Southern States.” Among
the papers so filed and refiled there
are large quantities of such irrelevant
matter,

Some of the most important petitions
named in the Congressional Record as
filed by him can not be found, notably
| those from Dayton, Ohlo, and Leaven-
| worth, Kan, purporting to be signed
by weteran jnmates of the National
Home for Volunteer Disabled SolHers
and its branches located at these
places. Others from other branches of
this Home Jdo not correspond with any-
thing on file, namely: Marion, Ind.;
Johnson City, Tenn.; BEath, Me., and
#0 forth. How these veterans multiply
on these mysterlous petitlons, or have
the petitfons been padded, if they exist
at all?

The petition from the Home at Day-
ton, with 4,178 veterans. purports by
the Congressional Record to be signed
by 6,000

Mr. Sherwood:
think of the kind.

Mr. Keifer:  You said it in the petl-

tions you filed
Mr. Sherwood: T did net'  That is

I never sald any-

a mistake. I never filed anything of
the Kind.
Mr. Kelfer: You flled it in your

own words. See the Record of April 3.

The Chairman: The gentleman from
Dhio declines to yield to his colleague.

Mr. Keifer: Another from Leaven-
worth, where they have 2,385 veterans,
he says in his filed petitions was signed
by 10,000 of them; from Marion, Ind.,
with 1,625 wveternns, by GE,#90; from
Johnson City, Tenn., with 1,359 vet-
erans, by 5000; :from Hampton, Va.,
with 2,275 velerans, by 3,300, and the
one in Malne, with 1,821 veterans, by
5.000. There are other such exaggera-
tions and discrepancies—to say nothing
worse—Dbetween what Is shown in the
Hecord and the pretended petitions
filed here, If any of you doubt this,
turn to the Record of April & and you
will ee it in his own language.

Mr. Sherwood: That is not my mis-
take; that is a mistake of the printer.

Mr. Keifer: No, sir; not a mistake
of the printer.

Mr. Sherwood: If you will turn to
the corrected report you will see it

The Chairman: The gentleman has
declined to yield.

Mr. Sherwood; I hope the gentle-
man does nol want to misrepresent
me,

Mr. Keifer: Oh, no. Many petitions
filed and refiled here were evidently
signed on representations of the au-
thor that heé had amended his original
bilk so as to include and pension all
“enlisted volunteers In IR61, 1862, 1883
and 1864, and were later transferred
to the Regular Army” and “to include
all soldiers who enlisted as privates
and were afterwards promoted to offi-
cers."”

This I quote from an Interview sent
out by my colleague, found at the head
of oue of the petitions he filed. But no
such amendment was made, and
neither of his bills contains a provi-
sion tw pension such volunteers. Such
petitions were filed and refiled by him
in support of H. R. 7625 as late as
April 2 and 3. And still others were
then filed and refiled, praying for the
passage of that bill, reciting that [t
would pension every soldier and sailor
of the civil war, the Mexican War, and
the War of 1812—there is no pensioned
?oldier of the War of 1812 now Hlv-
ng.

He pretends to have a bill for their
relief and for other veterans of like
age. If his statement i= accurate. not
one of them could even get on the
soldiers” roll mentioned in his bills,
to say nothing of belng pensioned. They
did not serve in the army 18 months
That campaign opened in May, 1864,
and the war closed about one year
later, when they were, he says, mus-
tered out. How these 1864 surviving
veterans must have wept if they read
the pathetic appeal in their behalf, and
how they will exclaim when they find
they are never even to enjoy the empty
honor of being on a roll!

I now propose to review their fake
character as pension bills.

Not Penalon Bills.

One of the bills provides for an in-
vidious “volunteer service roll” and the
other provides for a llke “veteran vol-
unteer roll,” and neither bill if en-
acted Into law without amendment,
would provide, as already stated,

“roll,"” or for any veteran, or for any-
body. If & “roll” should ever be made
up acco to the provisions of either
bill it should be styled “a roll to dis-
honor the great majority of the wound-

disabled,
diers and =allors of the civil war.”

t and perhaps others, favoring the pass-|

a
pension for any member of either|

take about $17,500,000 the first )‘t'-'lr."lhelli'f that there was at least one bill
and by “stopping the construction of | whieh would give all veterans of the
two more of the useless battle ships that | oivil war a pension of 31 a day during
are to cost $£20,000,000;" “by reducing| their natural
the large appropriation for a standing| proposed rolls include
army to maintain a government of force | | wijl soon point out
in the Philippine Islands;” “by reducing| The two biils were Introduced in De-
the enormous appropriations for coti=| cember last,

Yves, Nor would the
the one-fifth, as

of these veterans.

nine dnys apart The
carlier one—H. R. 4038—was referged,
as before stated, to the Commitiee on
Military AfMalrs, and the later . one—
H. R. 7625—to the Committee on In-
valid Pensions. The title of each ine
dicates. as heretofore stated, its object,
and while in the body of each bill fsec-
tion 2) there iz =omething about pay-
ing to “each of the class hereinafter
deseribed, when entered upon. such
‘Toll,’ ™ money out of the Treasury of
the United States, there ix no class of

any kind thereafter described to be
entered “on such roll,” or to be pen-
sloned. * > - @

Neither bl makes=s any
between soldiers disabled or incapaci-
tated from earning a living and who
still endure constant suffering incident
o faithful service and those who were
more fortunate, save to excluode in ae-
certuining the 18 months” lmit such of
them as were off duty while Lhe
service recovering (rom injuries oz ille
ness. unless they discharged for

distinction

in

werp

such disabllity. There were on Feb-
ruary 1, 1908, on our pension rolls on
account of disability 473,338 veteruns

of the civil war.
bills are to

The author =avs hia
provide for only 176.000
veteran soldiers All soldiers of the
Regular Army, of the Mexican War.
the Spanish War, the Philippine War.
the Indian wars and others are exclod-
ed, it must be remembered

The eariier hill proposes to create a
“volunteer service roll” composed of
civil war veterany who served “with
credit as an enlisted man not less than
18 months In the field with troops,™
“between July 15, 1841, and July 135,
1865.7 'This bill cuts out, in counting
the 18 months, the time (three months)
volunteer Union solidfers served under
Lincolns first call for troops April 15,
1861), most of whom reenlivted bhefore
July 15, 1881, and served with hop-
orable records What is the matter
with these worthy first volunteers to
respond to their country's eall that
they are to be excluded from the pro-
posed “volunteer service roll?™

- - - . -

There were many thousands in the
Union Army who, like those of the
Veteran Reserve Corps, were not mus-
tered out on account of the wounds
they received or the disabilities they
contracted, but at the ends of their
terms of enlistment, or at the end of
the war. Many were thus mus-
tered out who served more than
18 months, If time =pent In hospital
or elsewhere suffering from disease, or
in the rear in camps forts, defenses,
or guard duty, and so forth, was count-
ed.  All these are to be excluded.

- - - - -

I recently reported, and we passed
4 $150,000,000 pension appropriation
bill for the next fiscal year, and a de-
ficlency of §$15,000,000 is expecied.

The attacks on Congress, or indi-
vidual members thereof, for a lack of
liberality In granting penslons is a gross
slander and without justification. When
further general pension legislation is
enacted it will be, as in the past, on
just and libersl lines, recognizing all
honorably discharged veterun soldiers,
sallors, and marines, particularly the
disabled of all our wars, and the wid-
ows and orphans of those who are de-
reased.

The true citizen soldier, sailor, or
marine has not, in any of our wars,
responded to his countrs’s call to arms
for pay, for bounty, or for the hope of
pension, but to discharge his duty as a
patriot who loves his flag and his coun-
try and to preserve and perpetuste the
liberty and the blessings guaranteed by
nur Constitution and laws. (Applause.)
‘iiv- has gone forth to fight and die for
118 own sovereignty—that sovereignty
which wears no erown save that of in-
dependence common to all citizens of
our Republic. But, notwithstanding
this, a deeply grateful country has
cared for and will continue to care for
mast liberally all her war veterans
and the dependents of those who have
fallen in battle or have died of wounds
nr of disease. Let us not endanger the
liberal discharge of this obligation by
professions and pretenses or by propos-
ing sham legislation, born of a political
exigency, which can bear no fruit. The
true friends of the now old, war-worn,
battle-scarred, weary and worthy vet-
erans do not resort to such efforts
And these veterans will not regard with
favor the mockery of a pretense of
a tender of bread from a hand that
hold enly a stome. (Lould aplause an
the Republican side.)

=S i

We are Tather fond of Roger C
Sullivan, of Iinois. First, because
he is a brainy, positive, man who has
ideas of his own, and those Ideas are in
the main good. Next. bhecause he
zave Willam Jennings Bryan the stiff-
est bluff the Pserless One ever re-
celved, and won ¢ut on it. Now, Mr.
Sullivan has another attractive move in
mind and proposes to lead a train of
touring cars from Chicago to Denver,
leaving June 27, and arriving July 4.
Each touring car will seat seven pas-
sengers, and a “lorry” will bring up
the rear carryving the baggage. The
train will make from 125 to 150 miles
a day, stopping at towns by the way,
and making a call on Bryan at Lin-
coln, Neb. ‘This will be quite a spec-
tacular performance and is worthy the
fertile brain of Mr. Sullivan in adver-
tising the Democratic Party. It will
do good otherwise in advancing the
sclence of automobiling and showing
its possibilities. There is a probability
that it will do much toward bringing
the automobile into competition with
the raiiroads as o means of transporta=-

tion.

-

THE QUEBEC BRIDGE DISASTER.

The Royal Commission has concluded
Its five months of careful investigation
of the great Quebec bridge disaster,
and appurently the inguiry was skilful-
ly conducted and thoro. The conclu-
sion that the Commission arrives at ia
that the collapse was due to the failure
of the lower chords near the main piler,
and that this was due to defective de-
sign. All the material used was good
and the workmanship faithful, but a
grave error was made in assuming the
dead load at too low a value. The
stresses were higher than had ever been
known in the past. and altho the en-
gineers were of the highest ability and
conscicntious in their work, they made
a fatal error in caleulation, which error,
however, might have been expected,
owing to the imperfect state of our
knowledge at present on certain great
stralns and stresses. The Commission
believes that our knowledge is not yet
sufficient to enable bridges of that size
to be designed economically. This con-
clusion is not accepted by engineors
generally, many claiming that by using
the same weight of steel in a different
form a bridge could have been bullt up
at Quebec that would have been entively

safe wunder any circumstances that
might be expected.
e
St bhoais at Memphin
Editor National Tribune: 1. On what

duy of April, 1861, were the river boats
seized at Memphis, Tenn, by the sym=
pathizers with secession?

2. How many were there?

3. What were they named?—E. R,

I-| wise, Warren, O.

Can any of our readers answer these

of the letters and petitions, as already
appears, wers signed on the mistaken

questions ?—Editor National Tribun

i




